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MR IAN ALLNUTT, DEPUTY CLERK AND USHER OF THE BLACK ROD 
Retirement 

HON KIM CHANCE (Agricultural - Leader of the House) [10.08 am]:  I move without notice -  

That this House takes this opportunity on his last day of service as an officer at the Table to place on 
record its sincere appreciation and thanks to Ian Allnutt, the Deputy Clerk of the Legislative Council, 
for the dedicated and highly professional service that he has rendered to this Parliament in the past 35 
years and for the unfailing personal integrity that he has maintained in the discharge of the duties of his 
office, and expresses the wish that he will experience good health and enjoyment of life in the years 
ahead. 

Mr President, I will speak briefly to the motion.  If I can presume to speak for all of us in the House, both 
members and parliamentary staff, I thank Ian Allnutt very much above all else for his friendship. 

Members:  Hear, hear! 

HON NORMAN MOORE (Mining and Pastoral - Leader of the Opposition) [10.09 am]:  I also add to the 
comments of the Leader of the House.  This motion is very well put together.  It describes in a magnificent way 
the contribution that Ian Allnutt has made to this Chamber.  It refers to his dedicated and highly professional 
service.  There is no question about that.  As members know, I am now called the father of the House.  I have not 
been here anywhere near as long as Ian, but I have known him for quite a long time.  When I first became a 
member of Parliament, Ian had been here for about 10 years, and he was very helpful and supportive of me as a 
new member.  He and I have become very good friends over the years.  We have even played a couple of games 
of golf together.  The motion talks about Ian experiencing good health and enjoyment in his life ahead.  I know 
that in his well-earned retirement, he will spend a lot of time on the golf course.  I have every intention of joining 
him on as many occasions as possible.  I am not quite sure, in the context of my own career, how long it will be 
before we can enjoy those times together.  Ian has also spoken about hiring or buying a caravan and heading off 
to wonderful places around Australia, all of which will, of course, have a golf course.  He intends to thoroughly 
enjoy his retirement with his family.  On behalf of the Opposition, I thank Ian for a magnificent job well done.  I 
congratulate Ian most sincerely on the work he has done for this Parliament.  His sincerity and dignity have 
always been obvious to us all.  We wish Ian a very happy retirement.  I hope he gets significant enjoyment from 
those great things that he enjoys doing. 

Members:  Hear, hear! 

HON GIZ WATSON (North Metropolitan) [10.10 am]:  On behalf of the Greens (WA), I also thank Ian 
sincerely for the support he offered me as a new member of this place.  I am sure other members join me in 
acknowledging that that is a very important contribution to the steep learning curve that all new members face 
when they join this Chamber.  I join in wishing Ian all the best for his future and with whatever he does with his 
retirement.  I hope Ian enjoys his trip, and we wish him all the very best for the future.  

HON PADDY EMBRY (South West) [10.11 am]:  I am a very new member of a new party of this place.  As 
such, One Nation has not had the benefit of Ian’s past experience, but he has been very helpful and considerate 
to us, and certainly to me in particular.  I am sure that most members will be quite envious of Ian when we 
occasionally receive postcards from wherever he might be.  We wish Ian all the best.  

THE PRESIDENT (Hon J.A. Cowdell):  In supporting this motion from the Chair, I would like to say a few 
words.  Speakers have referred to Ian’s integrity, dedication and, of course, his neutrality.  That is all on the 
record.  Other members have referred to the aid and support he has given to them.  He has, of course, been a 
fount of information.  Most members who have been in the Chair know of Ian’s assistance, particularly with 
standing orders and procedures.  He has always been ready to prompt the Chair for the appropriate response or 
ruling and, even when the Chair did not get it right, he would indicate that Hansard would record it 
appropriately, and that it was done according to Hoyle.  Of course, there is also the meticulous work he has done.  
Following the amendments in this Chamber is difficult on occasion.  Ian has been meticulous in his work with 
the amendments and has precisely kept the records and conveyed our views to the Assembly.   

Of course, we do not forget the more difficult elements of service, when one must rise to the occasion.  Ian has 
appeared in the buckled shoes and sword on the opening day of each parliamentary session, put up with the 
outrageous comments of members, and still survived each opening ceremony as gentleman Usher of the Black 
Rod.  As members will be aware, Ian’s role as Usher of the Black Rod also pertains to a role as enforcer.  He was 
Sergeant-at-Arms in the Assembly.  That was fine training for when he had to apprehend Brian Mahon Easton.  I 
recall the evening news report and the footage of the media car drawing alongside.  There was the Usher of the 
Black Rod speeding to apprehend this personage and, without the benefit of police assistance, conveying him to 
Casuarina Prison.  Ian has indeed played a varied role.   
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We also value Ian as a source of information in the sense of the stories of the Chamber.  We will have to get the 
oral historians to him promptly to record some of those stories, which are indeed brilliant, but we will not 
venture onto those at the moment.   

Ian has become an institution.  He has now served this Parliament, on this his last parliamentary sitting day, for 
just under 36 years.  I made the comment, foolishly relying on the new parliamentary handbook, that it was 35 
years, but Ian pointed out to me that of course the parliamentary handbook was incorrect in this regard.  As I say, 
he has a remarkable record of service.  I am sure we will all look forward to some more stories and comments 
from Ian when we gather on 5 July, which is his last working day at Parliament, to wish him well.  I add my 
commendation to the motion, which I now put. 
Question put and passed.   
[Applause.] 
 


